Open to every student with an interest.
The admissions process targets students
who are interested and motivated, not just
those who are already the highest achievers. Those who need personalized support
will find plenty of it, and there are plenty of
advancement opportunities for those who
are ready to move ahead.
Focusing on the world’s future.
Academy students choose how they want
to focus their studies. At the end of ninth
grade they select a focus in Computer Sciences, Engineering Sciences, Environmental
Sciences, or Life Sciences. All of these focus
areas are rich with educational and career
opportunities in Pittsburgh, in western Pennsylvania, and across the globe.
Helping students learn better, and
create better futures.
Academy students are scientists, innovators, and engineers. They question, plan,
research, build, invent, create and tackle
great problems in modern laboratories in
the heart of Pittsburgh’s university district.
Before graduation four special courses
complete their college and career preparation; including a real consulting project
with university and industry partners and a
special course which helps them apply for
college or a career and capitalize on The
Pittsburgh Promise scholarship program.
Presenting a different kind of teacher
for a different kind of school.
Academy teachers are skilled professionals. They participate in the development
of the courses they teach and select the
activities they lead. They have the time and
support necessary to improve instruction,
analyze student work, and communicate
with families. And they spend one quarter
of the school year in an additional period of
collaborative lesson study and personalized
professional development.

6th–8th Grades

9th Grade

10th and 11th Grades

Featuring:

Featuring:

Life Sciences:

Science, mathematics, and communications
courses enhanced with hands-on projects and
career experiences.

Three special courses:
• Great Problems in Biology, Chemistry,
and Physics;
• Specialized Mathematics; and
• Specialized English.

Students explore topics including DNA
technologies, tissue culture, gene transfer,
organism relationships, regeneration science,
infectious diseases and other great problems
related to body and behavior in a series of
courses unique to the Academy.

Plus:
• Career Prep
• Web Design
• Digital Photography

Plus:
• Career Technology; and
Enhanced Health, Civics, and Physical
Education.

Computer Sciences:
Students explore topics including
programming, computational thinking, web
design, web programming, application of
computer science to the arts and sciences,
and other great problems related to computers
and connections in a series of courses unique
to the Academy.

Engineering Sciences:
Students explore topics including computeraided design, controlled power, material
structures, prototyping, electrical design,
horizontal structures, and other great problems
related to form and function in a series of
courses unique to the Academy.

Environmental Sciences:
Students explore topics and systems
including the atmosphere, ecology, energy,
material cycles, chemical analysis, the built
environment, and other great problems related
to energy and the environment in a series of
courses unique to the Academy.

12th Grade
Students apply the skills and information
acquired in their focus area to real-world
challenges in four special advanced courses.
These courses are:

Advanced Research Methods
A course teaching project planning, project
management, advanced research, statistical
analysis, grant writing and more.

Advanced Science
One of four courses:
• Genomics;
• Advanced Programming;
• Design Consulting; or
• Environmental Consulting.

Postsecondary Prep II
A lab-style course focused on financial aid,
resumes, interview skills, and the submission of
college or job applications.

The Executive Experience
A real consulting project with university or
industry partners in science, technology,
engineering and math.

*Students in 10th, 11th & 12th Grade
also continue their studies in Enhanced
English, Physical Education, Foreign
Language, Mathematics and more.

Awarding an Honors Diploma that represents a
different kind of student.
Dream. Discover. Design. is a challenging
intellectual experience. The appropriate reward for
meeting the challenge is a one-of-a-kind honors
diploma. This special diploma represents special
achievements: meeting extraordinary expectations,
succeeding in advanced courses, and demonstrating
the ability to dream, to discover, and to design. The
diploma sends a clear message to colleges and to
employers that students are ready for a challenge.
Demonstrating real research and collaboration.
The Academy is the product of three years of expert
planning and research. Starting with a vision of
Pittsburgh Public Schools’ leaders, original research
was conducted at Carnegie Mellon University’s Heinz
School. The Academy was then designed and implemented by Pittsburgh Public Schools’ staff, with seven
advisory committees and more than 250 individuals
contributing to the creation of Dream. Discover. Design.
Applying is easy!
Due to the limited number of openings, students are
admitted to the school through a weighted lottery.
Any student who is a resident of the city of Pittsburgh
may apply to The Academy and enter the weighted
lottery for the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades.
Students applying to the 9th grade must have achieved
the Basic level or above on their most recent PSSA
math and reading tests to enter the lottery.
The Academy will grow to serve 550 students in
grades 6-12.
For more information, or to apply
to the program:
• Visit www.pghscitech.net
• Call 412.622.7920
• Or visit the Pittsburgh Public Schools
Magnet Office
341 S. Bellefield Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

